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PATRIOTIC  POTATOES 


OF  THE  NUMEROUS  SCANDALS  WHICH  DISGRACED 
THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK  UNDER  THE 
CONSERVATIVE  REOIME,  that  which  developed  in  con- 
nection with  the  gift  of  potatoes  to  the  Motherland  easily 
headed  the  list.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  province  or  state  in  the  English 
»peaking  wx>rld  ever  furnished  such  an  exhibition  of  brazen  falsehood, 
(S^plicity  and  rascality  on  the  part  of  those  entrusted  with  the  great 
responsibility  of  administering  the  affairs  of  the  country.  It  was  little 
moi*e  than  a  month  after  hell  had^broken  loose  in  Europe  when  the 
Provincial  Government,  under  the  leadership  of  Hon.  James  Kidd 
Flemming,  then  under  a  very  dark  cloud  because  of  his  failure  to  live 
up  to  his  loud  professions  of  lofty  political  virtue,  met  in  Fredericton 
and  after  considering  various  means  of  "attesting  the  unswerving 
loyalty  of  the  people  of  the  province  to  His  Majesty's  throne  and  per- 
son^',  conceived  the  idea  of  forwarding  to  the  Imperial  Government  a 
gift  of  one  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  New  Brunswick  potat-oee. 
The  province  had  a  very  abundant  crop  ®f  potatoes  that  year,  and  as 
they  were  difficult  to  dispose  of  at  one  dollar  per  barrel  it  was  felt 
that  the  sum  of  |75,000  would  amply  provide  for  all  expenses  in  con- 
nection with  the  gift.  Accordingly  an  order-in-council  was  passed 
giving  authority  to  rai^e  that  amount  by  means  of  a  special  warrant 
of  the  Lieutenant  Governor. 

Daggett  Given  Free  Hand 

The  arrangements  for  the  purchase  and  shipments  of  the  pota- 
toes was  turned  over  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  which  Hon. 
James  A.  Murray,  a  manufacturer's  agent,  was  the  responsible  head 
and  Rev.  J.  B.  Daggett?  a  Baptist  clergyman  with  little  knowledge 
of  agriculture  and  less  of  business,  his  deputy  minister.  The  proper 
way  to  have  proceeded  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  appertaining  to  a  gift 
which  was  to  have  been  on  behalf  of  all  the  people,  would  have  been 


io  invite  tenders  for  the  quantity  of  potatoes  required  and  made  the 
purchase  from  the  lowest  bidders,  irrespective  of  their  political  affil- 
iations, and  had  capable  persons  attend  to  the  sorting  and  shipping. 
Instead  of  following  this  course  the  government  made  it  a  matter  of 
political  patronage,  and  the  result  of  their  mismanagement  and  in- 
capacity furnishes  one  of  the  blackest  pages  in  the  history  of  the 
province. 

The  whole  transaction  w^as  thoroughly  probed  by  a  Royal  Com- 
mission appointed  by  the  present  government  in  1918,  and  the  evi- 
dence brought  out  from  day  to  day  shocked  the  moral  sense  of  the 
people  not  only  of  New  Brunswick  but  of  all  Canada.  It  was  shown 
by  the  sworn  evidence  of  Mr.  Daggett  that  within  ten  days  after  the 
passage  of  the  order-in-council  authorizing  the  gift  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  was  simply  deluged  with  applications,  either  direct 
from  potato  dealers  themselves  or  through  Hon.  J.  K.  Flemming,  and 
only  partizans  of  the  government  were  favored  with  orders.  Here  are 
a  few  samples  of  the  applications  from  zealous  Tory  patriots  which 
poured  into  the  Department : 

Thought  of  Profits 

Hartland,  N.  B.,  Sept.  3rd,  1914. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Flemming, 
Woodstock,  N.  B., 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  thinking  of  the  conversation  we  had  re- 
garding the  Province's  contribution  to  the  Empire  on  account  of  the 
war,  and  remember  your  mentioning  potatoes    in    that    connection. 

:now  the  merest  mention  of  spuds  always  sets  me 

THINKING  OF  PROFITS.  Has  the  government  taken  any  action  in 
the  matter?  If  they  should  decide  to  send  potatoes  I  would  like  to  get 
an  order  anywhere  from  five  to  ten  thousand  bags. 

Yours  sincerely, 

A.  A.  RIDEOUT. 


A  Real  Patriot 

Here  is  another  gem  from  one  G.  W.  Perry  under  date  of  Sep- 
tember 5th  which  came  out  in  evidence: 


Upper  Kent,  Sept.  5th,  1914. 


Hon.  J.  K.  Flemming, 
Woodstock,  N.  B. 


Dear  Sir, — I  see  by  the  paper  that  your  government  is  giving 
the  old  country  about  200  cars  of  potatoes.  I  want  to  say  that  WE 
DO  NOT  WANT  TO  LET  A  LIBERAL  SUPPLY  ONE  BARREL. 
Want  a  chance  to  supply  my  share  when  the  time  comes. 

Yours  truly, 

G.  W.  PERRY. 

Ca^h  Ran  Short 

Whale  the  Province,  only  required  for  the  patriotic  gift  40,000 
barrels  of  potatoes  the  records  show  that  in  all  68,603  were  purchas- 
ed, all  being  supplied  by  fervid  patriots  supporting  the  government 
of  the  day.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  part  of  the  surplus  stock  it  was  de- 
cided to  make  a  gift  to  "the  starving  people  of  Belgium,"  and  11,379 
barrels  were  disposed  of  in  that  way,  making  a  total  of  51,389  barrels 
actually  sent  over  seas.  Quite  naturally  the  sum  of  |75,000  appro- 
priated by  order-in-council  on  September  2nd,  soon  took  wings,  and 
on  October  27th  a  further  appropriation  of  |75,000  was  made  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor's warrant  to  complete  the  transaction.  Both 
amounts  were  dissipated  and  there  was  a  further  expenditure  in  con- 
nection with  the  transaction  of  |3,505.75,  which  the  Auditor  General 
was  required  to  provide  on  the  personal  application  of  Hon.  J.  A. 
Murray,  who  promised  when  all  returns  w^ere  in  that  the  expenditure 
would  be  reduced,  a  promise  which  was  never  fulfilled.  Just  how  the 
expenditure  was  reduced  is  another  chapter  in  this  sordid  tale  which 
will  be  dealt  with  at  a  later  stage. 

Daggett  in  Charge 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Daggett,  given  before  the  Royal  Commission 
showed  that  as  Deputy  Minister  of  Agriculture  under  the  direction 
of  his  chief,  Hon.  J.  A.  Murray,  he  had  exclusive  control  of  the  expen- 
diture for  the  patriotic  gift  and  tlie  purchase  of  all  the  potatoes.  He 
mentioned  the  following  as  being  among  those  from  whom  he  made 
purchases.  Hon.  B.  F.  Smith,  S.  J.  Hatfield,  A.  A.  Rideout,  Leonard 
Mersereau,  Robert  Kidney,  Strong  and  Noddin,  G.  A.  Fawcett,  Hat- 
field and  Scott,  B.  C.  Mclsaac,  H.  T.  Douglas,  D.  J.  Griffiths,  Jones 
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Bros,  and  Miles  Eveleigh.  Mr.  Daggett  swore  tkat  he  gave  iastruc- 
tiong  as  to  the  number  of  cars  each  was  to  supply  and  apportioned 
the  one  hundred  thousand  barrels  in  that  way.  Hon.  B.  Frank  Smith, 
a  Prominent  Conservative  politician  and  close  friend  of  the  then 
Deputy  Minister  of  Agriculture,  admitted  on  the  witness  stand  that 
he  furnished  43,631  barrels  of  potatoes  or  3,631  more  than  were  re- 
quired altogether.  The  whole  credit  of  the  province  was  placed  behind 
Mr.  Smith  under  the  terms  of  a  so  called  "verbal  agreement,"  entered 
into  W'ith  Mr.  Daggett.  All  he  had  to  do  was  to  load  a  car  with  pota- 
toes,  attach  a  draft  to  the  bill  of  lading  and  go  to  the  Bank  at  Flor- 
enceville  and  get  the  money.  Under  such  a  loose  and  unbusinesslike 
arrangement  it  is  not  a  matter  for  surprise  that  instead  of  purchas- 
ing 40,000  barrels  of  potatoes,  as  was  the  original  intention,  the  gov- 
ernment found  itself  deluged  with  68,603  barrels. 

Details  Laid  Bare 

How  to  get  rid  of  the  surplus  stock  on  a  sluggish  market  without 
exciting  the  suspicion  of  the  public  was  the  problem  which  con- 
fronted Murray,  Daggett  &  Co.,  and  it  must  have  proved  a  very  ser- 
ious one  and  no  doubt  caused  the  then  Minister  of  Agriculture,  his 
deputy  and  the  others  who  were  on  the  inside,  many  sleepless  nights. 
Misrepresentation,  fraud  and  deception,  to  say  nothing  of  cooked  ac- 
counts figured  in  the  disgraceful  transaction,  and  while  for  a  time 
the  gamesters  succeeded  in  keeping  the  mess  concealed  from  the  pub- 
lic gaze,  in  the  end  thanks  to  a  change  of  administration,  th,^  shock- 
ing details  of  the  whole  conspiracy  were  laid  bare.  Boss  Tweed,  in  his 
palmy  days  never  pulled  off  such  a  crooked  stunt,  and  the  various  ac- 
tivities of  Tammany  Hall  savor  of  culture  and  refinement  in  compar- 
ison with  ike  methods  of  the  kindergarten  politicians  who  under  the 
cloak  of  patriotism  aJnd  with  loud  professions  of  virtue  and  loyalty, 
succeeded  in  making  New  Brunswick  a  laughing  stock  for  the  whole 
Dominion  at  a  time  when  the  British  Empire  was  engaged  in  the 
most  avrful  war  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

The  Surplus  Potatoes 

The  details  of  this  transaction  are  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the 
public  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  them  at  any  great  length.  It 
is  only  necessary  to  say  that  after  the  potatoes  destined  for  overseas 
had  been  shipped  there  remained  17,224  barrels  in  the  hands  of  the 
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government  which  had  to  be  got  rid  of  in  some  way.  It  was  the  only 
occasion  that  the  late  government  ever  put  forth  any  great  amount  of 
exertion  in  an  effort  to  find  a  market  for  New  Brunswick  farm  pro- 
ducts, and  the  result  proved  most  disastrous.  The  whole  transaction 
was  as  notten  as  a  goodly  proportion  of  the  surplus  potatoes,  pur- 
chased w4'th  the  money  of  the  people  and  hauled  to  the  dump  at  their 
expense.  Something  like  thirteen  thousand  barrels  of  the  surplus  po- 
tatoes w^ere  finally  salvaged  and  after  being  loaded  upon  two  schooa- 
ers^ere  forwarded  to  Cuba. 


The  Worst  Was  Yet  to  Come 

In  the  language  of  the  cartoonist  "the  worst  was  yet  to  come." 
The  Cuban  market  was  not  in  a  receptive  mood,  and  the  potatoes  were 
disposed  of  at  a  loss.  A  shipment  of  4909  barrels  was  forwarded  to  a 
young  man  named  Waite,  a  former  New  Brunswicker,  who  after  dis- 
posing of  them  claimed  to  be  out  of  pocket  |3,000  and  billed  the  prov- 
ince for  the  amount  of  the  shortage.  He  rendered  an  account  which 
showed  an  item  of  |955  for  sorting  the  potatoes  after  their  arrival 
in  Cuba  and  another  of  |14.S0  for  dumping  out  600  barrels  of  rottea 
potatoes. 

Mr.  Baxter  Was  "Touched" 

Mr.  Daggett  had  already  made  one  trip  to  Cuba  in  connection 
with  the  potato  shipment  but  the  receipt  of  the  account  from  Waite 
caused  him  to  pack  his  grip  and  journey  south  a  second  tim,e  at  the 
expense  of  the  province.  Before  going  however,  he  waited  upon  Hon. 
J.  B.  M.  Baxter,  then  Attorney  General  and  now  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  "touched"  him  for  the  sum  of  |3,000  to  make  good  the  loss 
to  Waite.  When  questioned  on  the  witness  stand  Mr.  Daggett  first 
sought  to  convey  the  impression  that  it  was  his  ovni  money  which  he 
had  paid  to  Waite,  but  later  on  admitted  that  he  had  received  it  from 
Mr.  Baxter  after  he  had  explained  the  details  of  the  transaction  to 
him.  "When  asked  about  returning  the  money  Mr.  Baxter  was  quoted 
as  saying:  "We  will  take  it  up  later  sometime;  I  want  to  help  you  out 
as  I  am  sorry  for  you  in  the  hard  place  you  are  in."  Mr.  Baxter  is 
still  waiting  for  the  repajTiient  of  his  $3,000  along  with  a  much  larger 
sum  w^hich  he  advanced  to  Mr.  W.  B.  Tennant  on  a  subsequent  occas- 
ion in  order  to  relieve  the  conscience  of  safd  Tennant  when  he  was 
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called  upon  to  give  evidence  before  a  Royal  Commission  in  regard  to 
the  disposition  of  certain  "advance  profits"  which  he  gathered  in 
in  connection  witli  a  Valley  Railway  contract. 

A  Deficit  of  $32,761.32 

The  result  of  the  government's  transaction  in  patriotic  potatoes 
with  its  attendant  mismanagement,  financial  juggling,  falsehood  and 
deception,  was  a  deficit,  or  rather  a  steal,  of  |32,761.32.  The  late  Hon. 
George  J.  Clarke,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  Premiership  after  Hon. 
J.  K.  Flemming  had  resigned  under  compulsion,  wanted  to  make  a 
clean  breast  of  the  whole  transaction,  but  was  afraid  to  do  so  for  fear 
that  the  people,  knowing  the  chief  actors  in  the  drama,  would  think 
that  the  money  had  been  stolen.  It  was  finally  decided  to  make  good 
the  deficit  from  a  so-called  "party  fund"  and  conceal  the  loss  from  the 
public.  Mr.  W.  B.  Tennant,  previously  mentioned,  was  api^roached 
and  promised  to  put  up  the  money  providing  the  Nova  Scotia  Con- 
struction Company,  a  concern  in  which  he  was  interested,  was  given 
the  contract  for  building  the  lower  section  of  the  Valley  Railway. 
This  was  satisfactory  to  the  then  Premier,  but  something  had  to  be 
done  at  once  as  the  fiscal  year  of  the  province  had  closed  and  the  ae- 
oonnts  were  being  held  over  to  await  the  receipts  from  the  sale  of 
the  surplus  potatoes. 

A  Juggled  Account 

The  firm  of  A.  C.  Smith  &  Co.,  of  St.  John,  who  had-  figured  in 
tfee  potato  transaction  from  the, outset,  were  prevailed  upon  to  give 
a  promissory  note  for  the  amount  of  the  .shortage,  which  note  was 
endorsed  by  one  William  Cruikshank,  then  Deputy  Provincial  Treas- 
urer, and  since  dismissed,  on  behalf  of  the  sovereign  people  of  New 
Brunswick,  discounted  at  the  bank  and  entered  on  the  books  of  the 
province  as  a  cash  receipt.  Mr.  Cruikshank,  of  course,  acted  under  the 
direction  of  Hon.  Dr.  Landry,  then  Provincial  Secretary-Treasurer, 
and  now  running  as  an  opposition  candidate  in  Kent.  A  statement 
covering  the  transaction  was  cooked  up  by  Mr.  Daggett  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Auditor  General  and  afterwards  found  a  place  in  his  report. 
This  statement  was  subsequently  submitted  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  of  the  Legislature,  and  was  readily  accepted  by  the  mem- 
bers of  that  committee  including  the  veteran  and  a  situ te  chairman, 
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■James  K.  Pinder,  who  wanted  to  know  what  they  (the  opposition) 
were  howling  about.  It  might  be  added  that  the  statement  as  prepar- 
ed by  Mr.  Daggett,  actually  showed  a  paper  profit  on  the  Cuban 
transaction. 

But  the  Note  Came^Due 

As  the  immortal  Burns  has  well  said,  ''the  best  laid  schemes  of 
mice  and  men  gang  aft  aglee,"  and  that  happened  in  this  case.  The 
note  was  for  a  short  term,  and  like  all  «uch  documents  had  to  be  pro- 
vided for.  The  late  Mr.  F.  W.  Suiftner,  a  wealthy  resident  of  Moncton, 
a  loyal  supporter  of  the  party,  and  then  chairman  of  the  St.  John  & 
-Quebec  Railway  Company,  was  appealed  to  and  consented  to  bridge 
the  gap  for  the  time  being.  On  the  day  the  Smith  note  fell  due  he 
wired  tbe  money  from  Moncton  to  the  Bank  of  Montreal  in  Freder- 
icton,  and  had  it  deposited  in  the  name  of  the  province.  This  tided 
.over  the  difficulty  until  after  the  Legislature  had  finished  the  busi- 
ness of  the  session. 


The  People  Had  to  Pay 

The  St.  John  and  Quebec  Railway  Company,  of  which  the  afore- 
said Mr.  Sumner  was  president,  awarded  the  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  lower  section  of  the  Valley  railway  to  the  Nova 
Scotia  Construction  Company,  the  concern  in  which  the  aforemen- 
tioned Mr.  Tennant  had  an  interest,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Ten- 
nant  was  paid  by  the  Company  the  sum  of  |100,000  in  "advance  pro- 
fits". Mr.  George  B.  Jones,  then  M.  P.  P.  for  Kings,  and  now  M.  P.  for 
Royal,  at  once  called  on  Mr.  Tennant  and  obtained  from  him  the  sum 
of  161,500,  which  Premier  Clarke  told  him  was  the  government's 
share  of  the  "advance  profits''  from  a  railw^ay  the  people  were  paying 
for.  With  the  cash  in  his  possession  Mr.  Jones  ha^ened  to  Frederic- 
ton,  rusbed  to  the  office  of  tbe  Agricultural  department  betw^een 
trains  and  left  $33,000  in  the  vault,  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  Daggett. 
The  following  morning  Mr.  Daggett,  wlio  seems  to  have  been  so  work- 
ed up  over  the  transaction  that  he  actually  forgot  his  own  name,  in 
making  out  the  bank  deposit  slip  wrote  himself  down  as  "William 
Tompson".  "I  do  not  know  how  I  came  to  do  it,"  was  the  only  ex- 
planation he  had  to  offer  when  questioned  on  the  witness  stand  sev- 
eral years  afterwards.  The  money  and  deposit  slip  were  given  to  a 
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clerk  who  took  them  to  the  Bank  of  Montreal.  The  Sumner  loan  was 
paid  off  with  this  money,  and  it  was  assumed  by  the  conspirators 
that  the  transaction  which  had  caused  them  so  many  heart  burnings 
was  closed,  with  the  people  of  the  province  etill  in  the  dark  in  re- 
gard to  the  sordid  details  of  the  most  disgraceful  exhibition  of  du- 
plicity and  fraud  ever  staged  under  the  sfanction  of  government  in 
any  English  speaking  country. 

Murder  Will  Out 

But  there  is  an  old  saying  that  ^^murder  will  out",  and  it  certain- 
ly happened  in  this  case.  The  opposition  organizers  in  1916  demanded 
that  the  transaction  in  patriotic  potatoes  be  investigated  bi^t  their  de- 
mands met  with  refusal  for  obvious  reasons.  A  change  of  government 
occurred  in  April  of  the  following  year,  and  an  enquiry  quietly  con- 
ducted convinced  the  new  administratoi's  that  there  was  something 
rotten,  not  in  the  State  of  Denmark,  but  in  connection  with  the  ef- 
fort of  the  previous  administration  to  attest  our  loyalty  and  devotion 
to  the  motherland  by  a  gift  of  potatoes.  It  was  decided  to  probe  the 
matter  and  Mr.  James  McQueen,  barrister  of  Shediac,  was  appointed 
a  Royal  Oommiissioner  for  the  purpose  with  Mr.  Peter  J.  Hughes  of 
Fredericton  as  counsel.  The  people  of  the  province,  who  were  shock- 
ed by  the  revelations  made  during  the  enquiry,  do  not  need  to  be  told 
how  thoroughly  the  Commissioner  and  counsel  performed  the  duties 
assigned  to  them.  Had  the  people  not  risen  in  their  might  in  1917  and 
hurled  this  corrupt  administration  from  power  the  chances  are  that 
the  inside  history  of  the  transaction  in  patriotic  potatoes  would 
never  have  been  exposed  to  the  broad  glare  of  the  ncTon  day  sun.  If 
ever  there  was  a  government  which  richly  deserved  defeat  it  was  the 
outfit  which  wars  hurled  into  the  political  scrap  heap  on  February 
24th,  1917. 

Mr.  B.  Frank  Smith's  Activities 

It  seems  that  under  the  terms  of  the  agreement  entered  irrto  with 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Mr.  B.  Frank  Smith  was  to  pay  the 
farmers  one  dollar  per  barrel  for  the  potatoes,  and  was  to  receive,  ten 
cents  per  barrel  commission  for  buying  and  loading,  and  stand  any 
shortage  which  there  might  be  on  the  outturn  at  St.  John.  An  account 
subsequently  filed  by  A.  C.  Smith  &  Ck).    with    the  Auditor    General 
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contained  an  item  of  1244:7.50  "on  account  of  B.  F.  Smith's  shortage 
in  the  outturn  of  cars  in  final  racking."  Mr.  Smith  in  a  speech  in  the 
Legislature  during  the  session  of  1916,  sought  t(j  convey  the  impres- 
sion that  he  had  refunded  this  amount  to  the  province.  Mr.  Daggett, 
in  his  evidence  said  that  he  had  asked  Mr.  Smith  for  the  amount  but 
that  he  had  refused  to  pay  it.  On  the  other  hand  Mr.  Smith  claimed 
that  Mr.  Daggett  had  informed  him  that  the  Department  was  in  a 
hole  and  wanted  him  to  help  them  out. 

• 

Still  Owes  the  Province 

While  oil  the  witness  stand  Mr.  Smith  was  confronted  with  the 
report  of  his  speech  in  the  Legislature  in  the  course  of  whfch  he  had 
made  the  statement  that  "rather  than  stand  in  the  position  of  having 
the  Department  lose  that  quantity  of  potatoes  (1227  barrels)  the 
amount  was  handed  over  to  the  department  and  that  amount  repre- 
sented 5%  cents  per  barrel  upon  total  shipment."  He  emphatically  de- 
nied upon  oath  that  he  had  implied  that  he  had  paid  the  money  back 
but  admitted  that  he  had  carefully  worded  his  speech  and  had  placed 
the  matter  before  the  House  "in  as  favorable  a  light  as  he  could."  In 
summing  up  his  report  of  Mr.  Smith's  activities  Commissioner  Mc- 
Queen said.: 

'•^That  the  Hon.  B.  F.  Smith  was  advanced  by  the  late  govern- 
ment |2,375.70  on  the  purchase  of  potatoes  which  the  province  never 
received,  and  that  the  Province  also  paid  $71.85  as  interest  on  his 
drafts  in  eonnection  with  this  potato  transaction  which  he  should 
have  paid.  He  is  therefore  indebted  to  the  province  in  these  two 
amounts." 

Mr.  Smith  is  now  running  as  a  supporter  of  Hon.  Mr.  Baxter  in 
the  County  of  Carleton,  and  has  declared  for  honesty  and  economy 
in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  province. 

Where  Baxter  Came  in 

It  has  already  been  pointed  out  w^herein  Mr.  Baxter  loaned  the 
sum  of  13,000  to  Mr.  Daggett  to  cover  up  a  loss  on  a  shipment  of  po- 
tatoes to  one  Waite  in  Cuba,  but  this  was  not  the  only  transaction 
in  w^hich  he  figured  in  connection  with  the  matter.  H.  Colby  Smith 
of  the  fiinn  of  A.  C.  Smith  &  Co.,  drew  on  the  Department  of  Agrieul- 
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ture  for  |2,503.80,  which  he  claimed  to  be  due,  and  though  the  draft 
was  accepted  the  department  defaulted  in  payment,  and  Mr.  Smith 
had  to  rustle  the  money  and  pay  it  himself.  According  to  the  evidence 
he  borrowed  |1,250  from  Mr.  Daggett  as  a  personal  accommodation, 
and  a  like  amount  from  Mr.  Baxter,  and  the  Commissioner  found 
that  only  a  part  of  the  last  named  loan  was  repaid.  On  another  oc- 
casion when  W.  B.  Tennant,  who  figured  prominently  in  several  en- 
quiries before  Koyal  Commissions,  wanted  to  raise  the  sum  of  $Q%- 
000,  in  order  to  be  in  a  position  to  swear  that  that  amount  had  "been 
put  back  in  his  business,"  he  was  able  to  touch  Mr.  Baxter  to  the  tune 
of  $40,000  in  cash.  Here  is  what  Commissioner  McQueen  has  to  say 
on  the  subject : 

Mr.  Baxter  "Touched"  Again 

"He  (Baxter)  admitted  that  on  the  18th  of  June,  the  day  before 
the  Stevens  enquiry  was  to  be  held,  Tennant  got  from  him  and 
through  him  the  sum  of  |40,000  in  cash,  but  he  differed  from  Tennant 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money  was  raised.  He  said,  "I  gave 
my  check  for  |5,000,  and  I  raised  money  by  hypothecation  amounting 
to*^  |35,000;  that  was  the  $40,000.  Mr.  Tennant  was  not  liable  to  the 
bank  for  a  single  cent  of  it."  He  went  on  to  say  that  he  did  not  re- 
ceive a  note  from  Tennant,  but  did  receive  the  following  document: 

St.  John,  N.  B.,  18th  June,  1917. 

To  Caroline  M.  Tennant,  Alexander  P.  Barnhill  and  Eastern  Trust 
Company,  my  executors : 

"In  case  of  my  death  this  will  certify  to  you  that  I  am  indebted 
to  JcVhn  B.  M.  Baxter  in  the  sum  of  |40,000  for  which  I  have  agre^il 
to  give  him  as  security  330  shares  United  States  Steel  and  100 
shares  American  Car  and  Foundry  Co. 

(Signed)  W.  B.  TENNANT" 

Mr.  Baxter  in  his  evidence  stated  that  Tennant  had  repaid  him 
120,000  of  the  amount  loaned,  and  was  still  indebted  to  him  for  the 
balance  of  the  $40,000  advanced. 

It  was  plain  that  the  loan  of  $40,000  made  by  Baxter  to  Tennant 
was  to  enable  the  latter  to  fabricate  evidence  before  Gommisjsioner 
Stevens. 
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Resolution  of  Censure 

The  report  of  Commissioner  McQueen  was  considered  by  the  Leg- 
islature during  the  session  of  1919,  and  a  resolution  censuring 'Hon. 
J.  A.  Murray,  Hon.  J.  B.  M.  Baxter,  Hon.  B.  F.  Smith  and  Mr.  George 
B.  Jones,  then  memher  for  Kings,  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  22  to  14. 
The  resolution,  after  reciting  the  various  findings  of  the  Commission- 
er against  the  accused  members,  concluded  as  follows: 

"Therefore  Resolved,  that  in  view  of  the  evidence  and  findings  of 
the  said  Commissioner  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  con- 
duct of  the.  said  members,  being  highly  reprehensible  and  calculated 
to  lower  the  character  of  the  public  life  of  the  province,  as  well  as 
being  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  this  Legislature,  merits  and  re- 
ceives the  censure  of  this  House. 

"Further  Resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  and  in  the 
interests  of  public  life  in  this  province,  the  members  named  above 
should  resign  their  seats  in  this  Legislature.** 

Opposition  Deprecates  Transaction 

The  accused  members  after  delivering  carefully  prepared  speeches 
in  explanation  of  their  conduct  retired  from  the  chamber  before  the 
v«te  was  taken. 

Mr.  J.  Roy  Campbell,  K.C.,  then  a  member  for  St.  John  City, 
submitted  an  ameudment,  which  after  putting  forth  the  claim  that  no 
monetary  benefit  had  accrued  to  any  of  the  accused  from  the  trans- 
action, concluded  as  follows : 

"And  whereas,  it  appears  that  improper  returns  in  regard  to 
said  transaction  were  furnished  by  the  said  department  (Agricultur- 
al) to  the  Auditor  General; 

"Therefore  Resolved  that  this  House  records  its  sense  of  regret 
that  greater  care  was  not  exercised  in  the  purchase  of  the  potatoes 
and  deprecates  the  effort  made  to  suppress  the  facts  and  circumstan- 
ces surrounding  the  matter  instead  of  the  making  of  a  full  and  can- 
did statement  in  relation  thereto." 
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Mr.  Baxter's  Explanation 

Mr.  Baxter  in  his  statement  in  the  House,  when  the  resolution 
was  under  consideration  is  reported  to  have  said : 

**The  Gommi»sionery  in  coming  to  that  conclusion,  had  overlook- 
ed his  (Baxter's)  sworn  testimony  that  Tennant  had  come  to  him  and 
had  said  that  he  was  in  an  awkward  position  with  the  bank  as  a  re- 
sult of  mingling  in  the  political  activities  of  hi«  (Baxter's)  party. 
He  asked  for  assistance,  and  he  came  as  a  fi-iend  for  he  had  been  a 
friend.  In  a  few  days  he  (Baxter)  found  that  he  would  never  get  his 
money  back.  Was  the  the  first  man  who  had  loaned  'money  to  a 
friend  and  found  that  he  had  been  stung.  If  the  commissioner  wish- 
ed to  te«t  the  relative  value  of  the  words  of  himself  and  Tennant  he 
could  go  to  the  Premier  of  the  Province  and  ask  him  whose  word 
would  first  be  taken  sworn  or  unsworn.  He  (Baxter)  would  be  will- 
ing to  abide  by  the  decision." 

Helped  Out  Daggett 

A  little  further  on  Mr.  Baxter  said:  "It  was  true  that  he  had  put 
up  13,000  with  that  man  Daggett.  He  had  put  it  up  so  that  the  peo- 
ple would  not  know  that  there  had  been  a  loss,  on  the  patriotic  potato 
gift.  He  preferred  to  lose  his  money  rather  than  let  the  people  of  the 
province  know  that  there  had  been  blundering  in  suck  a  matter  a«  the 
patriotic  potatoes.. If  such  a  condition  came  tomorrow  HE  WOULD 
DO  THE  SAME  A€^AIN." 

Peculiar  Brand  of  Loyalty 

In  concluding  his  speech  he  said :  "The  commissioner  might  have 
found  that  he  (Baxter)  as  a  member  of  the  Government,  when  his 
advice  to  make  known  the  lose  had  been  ignored,  would  have  been 
justified  in  resigning  and  exposing  the  whole  matter.  In  certain 
quarters  it  had  been  said  that  just  such  a  course  should  have  been 
taken.  In  his  political  career  he  could  be  said  to  be  a  hard  hitter  and 
to  possess  an  unpleasant  temper,  but  with  all  his  faults  to  his  friendg 
he  always  had  been  true  and  had  never. been  of  the  type  of  in- 
former. When  the  leader  of  the  government  and  its  other  members 

had  decided  upon  a  policy  of  secrecy  he  had  preferred  to  stand  by  him 
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and  them  and  go  down  with  the  ship,  rather  than  run  out  to  the  pub- 
lic and  make  out  that  he  was  better  and  honester  than  his  colleagues. 
There  had  been  men  who  had  done  such  acts,  but  any  advantage  or 
success  which  they  had  gained  had  been  but  temporary.  He  was  will- 
ing, if  wrong,  to  feike  any  measu^re  ©f  blame  er  censure  for  being 
loyal  to  his  celleagues.'^ 


Has  He  Repented? 

This  man,  who  boasts  of  his  loyalty  to  his  colleagues,  declared 
in  a  speech  at  the  York  convention  only  a  short  time  ago  that  he 
wanted  no  graft  or  deals  and  that  if  any  of  his  associates  in  the  gov- 
ernment he  expects  to  form  should  be  guilty  of  such  they  would  get 
out  and  he  would  tell  them  to  get  out.  This  is  certainly  rich  coming 
from  a  man  who  admitted  that  he  had  paid  out  |3,000  to  conceal  a^ 
deficit  in  connection  with  the  patriotic  potatoes  and  that  if  such  con- 
ditions came  tomorrow  he  w^ould  do  the  same  thing  again.  Surround-  , 
«d  with  colleagues  of  the  type  of  B.  Frank  Smith  and  Martin  Robi- 
chaud  he  would  be  quite  sure  to  have  further  opportunities  for  ben- 
evolence and  concealment. 


Some  Friendly  Criticism 

Mr.  L.  P.  D.  Tilley  of  St.  John  in  his  speech  on  the  resolution  of 
censure  is  thus  reported  in  the  Official  Debates : 

"In  his  opinion  where  the  Department  made  the  mistake  w^as 
in  not  calling  for  pul)lic  tenders.  The  Department  should  have  asked 
the  dealers  and  others  to  deliver  potatoes  at  a  certain  point  at  a  cer- 
tain time  for  |1  a  barrel.  The  -details  of  the  transaction  had  been  left 
in  charge  of  the  Deputy  Minister  of  Agriculture,  a  man  who  did  not 
show  any  great  amount  of  business  ability.  The  potatoes  were  rush- 
ed in  and  instead  of  40,000  barrels  the  province  found  itself  with  68,- 
000.  He  held  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  should  have  come 
out  Aat  footed  and  acknowledged  the  loss.  Had  they  done  that  there 
would  perhaps  have  been  criticized,  but  that  would  have  been  the  end 
of  it.  There  was  no  doubt  that  bad  judgment  had  been  used  in  con- 
nectioa  with  the  transaction.  They  all  regretted  tiiat  there  had  been 
bad  judgment  and  bad  business  methods  in  buying  the  potatoes  and  in 
not  acknowltedging  the  loss." 
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Lewis  Smith's  Views 

Mr.  Lewis  Smith  of  Albert  said,  '^that  in  casting  his  vote  he 
wished  to  say  that  he  disapproved  of  the  manner  in  which  the  pota- 
toes had  been  purchased.  He  agreed  with  the  amendment  that  the 
efforts  made  to  conceal  the  loss  of  the  transaction  should  be  depre- 
cated. It  had  not  met  with  his  approval  and  he  did  not  approve  of  it 
now.  He  regretted  the  conditions  that  had  been  disclosed  and  consid- 
ered it  an  important  matter  for  the  good  name  of  the  province." 

On  the  vote  being  taken  there  appeared  for  the  amendment^ 
which  deprecated  the  action  of  the  government  of  which  Mr.  Baxter 
was  chief  law  officer,  Messrs.  Young,  (York)  ;  Tilley,  (St.  John)  ; 
Campbell,  (St.  John)  ;  Potts,  (St.  John)  ;  Smith,  (Albert)  ;  Crocket, 
(York)  ;  Pinder,  (York)  ;  Sutton,  (Carleton)  ;  Grimmer,  (Charlotte) ; 
Smith,  (Charlotte)  ;  Carson,  (St.  John  County)  ;  Dickson,  (Kings)  ; 
Hunter,  (York). 

All  of  the  above  voted  against  the  original  motion.  Thus  we  have 
in  brief  the  story  of  the  patriotic  potato  transaction.  Had  the  people 
of  the  province  not  voted  for  a  change  of  government  in  1917  this 
dark  chapter  in  the  political  history  of  the  province  might  never  have 
been  exposed  to  the  public  gaze. 


MISLEADING  ANSWERS  TO  ENQUIRIES 


During  the  se&sions  of  the  Legislature  held  in  1915  and  1916  the 
opposition  members  having  a  suspicion  that  all  was  not  right  in  con- 
nection with  the  gift  of  patriotic  potatoes,  addressed  many  enquiries 
to  Hon.  Mr.  Murray,  the  then  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  in  most 
cases  received  misleading  and  incorrect  replies,  framed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deceiving  the  public.  Here  are  a  few  samples. 

Mr.  Daggett  Was  111 

Hon.  Mr.  Murray  in  answer  to  Mr.  Dugal's  enquiry  : 
Q.  1.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  financial  arrangements  made 
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by  the  Secretary  of  Apiculture,  Mr.  Daggett,  and  the  Bank  of  Nova 
Scotia  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  the  potatoes  for  the  pa- 
triotic gift  and  the  Belgian  relief  ? 

A.  Owing  1k)  the  illness  of  Mr.  Daggett,  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
the  details  of  the  arrangement  made  by  him  with  the  Bank  of  Nova 
Scotia  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  the  potatoes  for  the  pat- 
riotic gift  and  the  Belgian  relief  are, not  at  present  available,  but 
will  be  ascertained  on  his  recovery  and  return  to  the  department. 

Q.  2.  If  the  arrangement  was  in  writing,  what  correspondence 
passed  between  the  parties? 

A.  Answered  by  anjswer  to  question  No.  1. 

Can  one  imagine  the  responsible  minister  of  a  department  of  the 
government  leaving  a  matter  of  this  kind  involving  thousands  of  dol- 
lars in  the  hands  of  an  official  and  not  even  taking  the  trouble  to  ia- 
form  himself  a«  to  what  arrangements  were  made? 


Another  Gem 

Hon.  Mr.  Murray  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dugal's  enquiry  : 

Q.  1.  Was  Leslie  Slipp  employed  as  inspector  or  in  any  other 
capacity  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  connection  with  the 
receipt  or  disposal  of  the  potatoes  purchased  by  the  government  for 
tke  patriotic  and  Belgian  gifts  ? 

A.  Yes,  Leslie  Slipp  was  employed  as  inspector. 

Q.  2.  Did  not  Mr.  glipp  protest  concerning  the  conditions  of  v^ry 
many  potatoes  on  their  arrival  at  West  St.  John,  and  did  he  not  con- 
demn many  cars  of  the  same  as  unfit  for  shipment? 

Q.  3.  Were  not  his  objections  and  ruling  strongly  resisted  by 
Messrs.  A.  C.  Smith  &  Co.  and  B.  F.  Smith,  or  eithec  of  them  or  oth- 
ers, and  did  not  Secretary  Daggett  override  the  inspector's  condem- 
Bation  aad  accept  the  rejected  potatoes? 

A.  The  government  has  no  knowlege  that  his  ruling  were  strong- 
ly resisted  by  Messrs.  A.  C.  Smith  &  Co.,  and  B.  F.  Smith,  or  either 
of  them  and  others,  nor  is  it  aware  that  Secretary    of    Agriculture 


Daggett  overruled  the  inspector's  condemnation  and  accepted  the  re- 
jected potatoes.  The  government  does  know,  however,  that  no  pota- 
toes rejected  by  Mr.  Slipp  were  sent  forward  with  tho»e  for  either  the 
patriotic  or  Belgian  gift. 

Q.  Were  not  the  potatoes  shipped  by  B.  F.  Smith  or  anyone  else 
paid  for  before  they  were  inspected  at  the  West  Side„  Saint  John? 

A.  No  potatoes  shipped  by  B.  F.  Smith  or  anyone  else  were  paid 
for  in  full  before  they  were  inspected  at  the  West  Side,  Saint  John. 

Mr.  Smith's  Soft  Thing 

Now  compare  this  last  answer  with  the  following  statement 
which  appears  in  the  report  of  Commissioner  McQueen;  taken  from 
Mr.  Daggett's  testimony  under  oath-; 

"Mr.  Smith  was  to  purchase  the  potatoes,  paying  the  farmers  |1 
per  barrel  and  was  to  receive  10c.  per  barrel  commission  for  buying, 
loading  and  to  stand  any  shortage  which  there  might  be  in  St.  John.^' 
The  commissioner  found  that  there  was  a  special  agreement  made 
witli  Mr.  Smith  to  finance  his  purchasers  which  did  no  apply  to  any 
of  the  other  shippers."  Mr.  Daggett  in  explaining  this  arrangement 
gaid:  "Mr.  Smith  was  to  make  a  draft  on  me  at  the  Department  for 
sufficient  to  pay  for  the  potatoes.  The  drafts  were  not  to  be  paid  until 
his  potatoes  were  racked  out  and  the  shortage  and  condition  of  the 
poatoes  ascertained,  but  the  letter  which  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture sent  to  the  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia  at  East  Florenceville  did  not 
contain  the  ^last  features'  of  this  verbal  agreement."  The  letter  itself 
which  was  subsequently  put  in  evidence,  confirmed  Mr.  Daggett's 
statement  as  to  the  omission;.  "Mr.  Daggett  in  his  evidence,"  continues 
the  commissioner,  said  "that  the  rejected  potatoes  were  thrown  back 
on  the  shippers'  hands  and  afterwards  sold  by  him  as  agent  for  these 
shippers  through  A.  C.  Smith  &  Co.,  and  that  the  reoeipts  for  the 
sales  were  remitted  to  tbem.  If  this  statement  be  correct  then  B.  F. 
Smith  was  twice  paid  for  these  rejected  potatoes — once  in  a  manner 
su^ested  by  Mr.  Daggett,  and  secondly  when  his  drafts  were  accept- 
ed and  paid  in  the  first  instance,  afe  appears  by  Exhibit  6  received  in 
evidence." 
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Another  Whopper 

Hon.  Mr.  Murray  in  reply  to  Mr.  DiigaPs  enquiry : 

Q.  1.  Was  there  a  letter  of  credit  given  by  direction  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  potatoes  for  the  patriotic 
or  the  Belgian  gifts  or  for  both  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  2.  If  so,  to  whom  was  it  given  and  how  wa«  it  worded? 
A.  '4iiswered  by,  answer  to  question  lHo.  1. 

Hon.  Mr.  Murray  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dugal's  enquiry: 

At  what  date  were  the  books  of  the  province  closed  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  October  31st,  1915? 


A.  The  books  of  the  province  were  closed  on  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1915,  for  the  fiscal  year  endtng  October  31st,  1915,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  amount  due  for  the  sale  of  potatoes,  WHICH  WAS 
PENDING  FINAL  SETTLEMENTS.  This  amount,  viz:  |32,861.39, 
as  indicated  by  statements  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, WAS  PAID  INTO  THE  PKOVINCIAL  TREASURER'S 
OFFICE  ON  22ND  DECEMBER,  1915,  AND  CREDITED  TO  THE 
FISCAL  YEAR,  1915. 

Q.  At  what  date  or  dates  were  the  amount  or  amounts  of  ^e  sum 
of  132,861.39,  as  entered  in  the  Auditor  General's  report,  page  202, 
^'From  Sales  of  Potatoes,"  paid  into  the  Receivei'  Generars  hands? 

A.  Answered  by  answer  to  question  1. 

Q.  Were  the  books  kept  open  for  any  time  because  of  the  delay  in 
receiving  any  of  the  said  amounts? 

A.  Answered  by  answer  to  question  1." 

The  Cooked  Up  Account 

F£)llowing  is  a  statement  of  the  account  in  connection  with  the 
alleged  sale  of  "surplus  potatoes"  as  taken  from  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral's report: 
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Contribution  to  Imperial  Government,  Balance,  |1,954.70. 

Expenses  of  Surplus  Potatoes  Purchased  for  Patriotic  Purposes  and 

Disposed  of  /by  Sale. 

B.  C.  Mclsaac,  562  bbls.  potatoes  @  fl.lO I  618.20 

Sussex  Mer,  Co.,  622  bbls.  potatoes  @  fl.lO 684.20 

B.  F.  Smith,  9911  bbl«.  potatoes  @  fl.lO 10,9»2.20 

B.  F.  Smith,  2035  bbls.  potatoes  @  fl.lO 2;>86.75 

Bank  of  Nova  Scotia,  int.  drafts  held  until  receipt  of  goods  71.85 

A.  C.  Smith  &  Co.,  290  bbls.  of  potatoes  @  fl.lO '  319.00 

A..C.  Smith  &  Co.,  292  bbls.  of  potatoes " 233.00 

A.  C.  Smith  &  Co.,  for  barreling,  discharging,  sorting,  rent, 
light  freight,  fuel,  wharfage,  insurance,  etc.  11,811  bar- 
rels potatoes •. 4,724.40 

For  discharging,  sorting,  barreling,  rent,  light,  freight, 

fuel,  wharfage,  insurance,  etc.    4889    barrels  potatoes  1,955.60 

A.  C.  Smith  &  Co.  Paid  freight  on  potatoes  to  St.  John 2,604.00 

"              Paid  C.  P.  R.  demurrage  on  cars 820.00 

^^              Paid  C.  H.  Belyea,  demurrage  on  potatoes  255.00 

"              Paid  Hall  &  Fairweather,  ins.  on  potatoes  50.0® 

^'              Paid  .C.  P.  B.  switching  charges 4.00 

"  Paid  City  of  St.  John  two  month*  rent  of 

warehouse  * 150.00 

"              Paid  Clements  Co.  rent  of  warehouse 166.68 

''              Paid  Eastern  Steamships  Co.,  freight 602.10 

""              Paid  United  Fruit  Co.,  freight  . . ! 1,255.02 

"  Paid  Boston  &  Havana  S.  S.  Co.,  freight  1,612.44 
''              Paid  Taylor  &  White,  9620  empty  barrels 

@  321/2 *.. 3,126.50 

"              Paid  Taylor  &  White,  for  198  pairs  heads  6.48 

"              Paid  for  3283  empty  bags  @  14c 469.62 

''              Paid  Cartage  on  4210  barrels  @  10c 421.00 

"  Paid    the    Brunswicker    Brokerage    Co., 

freight,   commissions,   wharfage,   etc.  2,047.00 

"              Paid  591  empty  barrels  @  821/2C. 197.07 

135,418.59 
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THE  CREDIT  SIDE 

Lees  received  from  C.  P.  Ry.  Co.  for  rebate  on  demurrage 

charge I      602.50 

Less  received  from  sale  of  potatoes  . : 32,861.39 

; — >|33,463.S9 

Total    , $  1,954.70 

The  above  stateinent  along  with  details  of  the  receipts,  cooked  to 
order,  was  submitted  to  the  public  accounts  committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  furnished  the  basis  of  the  following  report  by  that  Com- 
mittee: 

Some  More  Camouflage 

"Our  attention  was  called  to  some  insinuating  criticisms  which 
appeared  in  the  public  press  regarding  transactions  in  connection 
with  the  gift  of  potatoes  to  the  empire  and  to  the  Belgian  relief. 

'^At  our  request  Mr!  Daggett,  Secretary  of  the  Department  ^f 
Agriculture,  and  the  Auditor  General  appeared  before  us  and  ex- 
plained to  our  satisfaction  every  transaction  in  connection  with  this 
business. 

'^All  bills  and  vouchers  pertaining  to  this  very  important  trans- 
action were  produced  and  examined  minutely  and  our  finding  is  that 
the  matter  was  transacted  IN  A  PRUDENT  AND  BUSINESS  LIKE 
MANNER,  having  in  view  the  safeguarding  of  the  interests  of  the 
province." 

The  above  amazing  document  was  signed  by  W.  L.  Allain,  George 
B.  Jones,  H.  W.  Woods,  A.  Culligan,  G.  Leverett  White  and  James 
K.  Pinder. 
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KEEP  THEM  OUT 


WILL  THE  INTELLIGENT  ELECTORS  OF  THE  PROVINCE 
OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK  RESTORE  TO  POWER  THE  MEN  RE- 
SPONSIBLE FOR  THE  DISGRACEFUL  TRANSACTION  TOLD 
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ABOUT  IN  THE8E  PAGES?  HOW  CAN  THE  ELECTORS  RE- 
POSE CONFIDENCE  IK  A  LEADER  WHO  AFTER  THE  DE- 
TAILS OF  THIS  DISGRACEFUL  TRANSACTION  HAD  BEEN 
LAID  BARE  BY  A  ROYAL  COMMISSION,  BOLDLY  DECLARED 
FROM  HIS  PLACE  IN  THE  LEGISLATURE,  THAT  HE  WAS 
NOT  AN  INFORMER,  HAD  BEEN  LOYAL  TO  HIS  COLLEAGUES 
BY  KEEPING  HIS  MOUTH  CLOSED  AND  W^OULD  DO  THE 
SAME  THING  AGAIN  SHOULD  THE  CIRCUMSTANCE  ARISEN 
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